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A new plan in Southeastern Texas
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Oblates have been ministering at Lebh Shomea 

(Hebrew for “Listening Heart”) eremitical House 
of Prayer since 1974. Founded by Oblate Fr. Kelly 
Nemeck (2014) and Sr. Marie Coombs, Lebh Shomea 
offered quiet retreats, spiritual guidance, conferences 
for reflection and prayer to the public.

When the pandemic struck this southeastern Texas desert 
area, the number of retreatants, lay and Religious alike, 
was brought to almost a complete halt. Added to this was 
the small number of Oblates available for this specialized 
retreat ministry as Kelly and Marie envisioned and very 
successfully accomplished.

The Oblates were faced with the dilemma of how to 
move forward with this sprawling, beautiful acreage 
where private hermitages had been built, the center house 
having undergone renovation, the property carefully 
groomed and beautified.

Three ordained to the 
Order of Deacon

On April 24, 2021, three Oblate 
seminarians took another 

step in their journey toward 
the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
Ordained as “transitional deacons” 
were Brothers Herat Mondol, Fani 
Zane Nong and Steven Montez, all 
theology students and members 
of the Blessed Mario Borzaga 
Community in San Antonio, TX.  

Archbishop Gustavo Garcìa-
Siller, MSpS, of San Antonio, 
presided at the ordination in the 
Immaculate Conception Chapel on 
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What would become of the ministry 
so central to the U.S. Province; 
to the widely recognized library 
of spirituality; to the retreatants, 
now fewer in number, for whom 
this holy ground was, indeed, the 
venue where their “listening heart” 
re-discovered God working in and 
blessing their lives?

Enter three Oblates who volunteered 
to come here, to minister at this 
place; to minister also in Southeast 
Texas at four parishes offered to the 
Oblates by the Bishop of the Corpus 
Christi diocese; to the possibility 
of prison ministry in the area; and 
to provide spiritual guidance to 
retreatants who call this House of 
Prayer their spiritual home.

Oblate Frs. David Ullrich, Roger 
Bergkamp and Jim Chambers 
(temporarily) will join Oblate Fr. 
Andy Sensenig, already ministering 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
in nearby Sarita, Texas, to form 
an Oblate community, beginning 
in July 2021.

These Oblates will be ministering 
at three additional ministry sites: 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish 
in Vattmann, and the two mission 
parishes of Sacred Heart in Ricardo 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Riviera, 
TX. Fr. Andy continues as Pastor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Sarita.

Although the focus and direction 
of this formerly eremitical house of 
prayer has changed, the presence 
and ministry of the Oblates 
continues in this remote area of 
Southeast Texas.

These Oblates will most assuredly be 
a great help to the priest shortage in 
the Corpus Christi diocese as well as 
a blessing for the retreatants whose 
numbers will certainly increase as 
the pandemic diminishes. While the 
focus and direction of Lebh Shomea 
has changed, the warm hospitality, 
welcoming spirit, reflective quiet, 
and spiritual guidance will still be 
the hallmark of this unique Oblate 
community.

Special thanks to Maurice and 
Regina Lange for their hard work, 

dedication, love of Lebh Shomea, 
welcoming spirit, as they cared 
for the retreatants, and for the 
property these past several years 
with “listening hearts” and with 
joyful spirits!
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Fr. Roger Bergkamp, OMI

Fr. David Ullrich, OMI

Fr. Andy Sensenig inspects his new church. Historic main house at Lebh Shomea
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High winds damage 
“tent-church”

Wind gusts at times as high 
as 50 miles per hour caused 

severe damage to the makeshift 
tents which volunteers at the parish 
set up each week for the weekend 
Masses at St. Ferdinand's Parish 
in San Fernando, CA.

The morning of April 18, the Third 
Sunday of Easter started like any other 
busy Sunday morning at this bustling 
Oblate parish, 25 miles east of Los 
Angeles, where Oblates celebrate 
Masses outside to accommodate the 
large number of parishioners during 
Covid-19, while maintaining social 
distancing. Mass at 7 a.m. went as 
usual but by the 8:30 Mass, strong 
winds began causing problems, 
particularly to the makeshift tents. 
By late morning, several tent poles 
had been severely damaged, several 
beyond repair. 

Pastor, Fr. Juan Ayala, while 
helping volunteers clean up 
some of the debris after the noon 
Mass, fell on the concrete as he 
struggled to remove some of the 
broken tent poles. Luckily, he 
was not badly hurt. 

Oblate Frs. Juan Ayala, James 
Taggart, Carlos Alarcon and 
Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz minister to 
a few thousand parishioners at this 
Hispanic-Anglo parish on the far 
east side of Los Angeles. Oblates 
were the first priests to minister 
to the Hispanic population here, 
arriving over 100 years ago.

During Covid, Oblates have also 
been live streaming weekday 

Still meeting electronically!

In the Spring and Fall of each year, Province Leadership meets with 
Oblates in the four main geographical concentrations of Oblate 

ministry in the U.S.: the Boston area, St. Louis area, Los Angeles 
area and San Antonio. Oblates gather in one of these four locations 
to spend time together, pray and celebrate Eucharist, relax, socialize 
and get important updates on "the latest." They have the opportunity 
to question, comment, debate and even renew acquaintances!

Like most scheduled happenings and events all over the world, 
Covid-19 has changed our way of getting together. In order to comply 
with health regulations, our Spring 2020, Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 
Oblate gatherings have been live streamed. Although a few Oblates 
have traveled to one or the other of the sites, the majority have 
participated by ZOOM. Obviously, this greatly changed the dynamic 
of our gatherings, such that most Oblates have strongly expressed the 
hope that, at least by Fall 2021, we would be able to physically gather 
once again!

Presentations for these gatherings by some on the Leadership Team 
were live streamed before the meeting so the meeting time itself 
could allow more time for questions, comments, clarifications in the 
meeting time itself.

Masses in the church. About 70 
parishioners attend these Masses 

virtually, with another 40 of the 
faithful who attend daily in person.

Fr. Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz at the outdoor altar
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The meeting also encouraged Oblates to give 
updates about how their ministry has been impacted 
by the pandemic and how they have found creative 
ways to do ministry and give updates on recent 
news in their ministry outreach.

Provincial Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, spoke about two 
new parish ministries the Oblates in Zambia will be 
accepting in July. He also addressed the topic of possible 
restructuring of provinces in the Canada-U.S. region, the 
two meetings of younger Oblates in the region whose 
purpose was for them to get to know one another and 
work towards choosing a common regional ministry 
together. He introduced news about the new Oblate 
community that will minister at the Kenedy Ranch in 
Southeastern Texas as well as also staff another parish 
and two mission parishes in the area.

Vicar Provincial Fr. Art Flores, OMI, updated us on 
some personnel changes and spoke about the two 

new parishes Oblates from Zambia will staff in the 
archdiocese of San Antonio in July, 2021.
Vicar Provincial Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI, spoke about 
Oblate mission enrichment for our employees, 
further acquainting them with Oblate values and 
our charism. He also updated us on a new parish 
Oblates will be ministering at in the Northeast, an 
area that has become very secular and badly in need 
of more priests and missionaries.

Treasurer Fr. Jim Chambers, OMI, presented the overall 
province financial picture and how our revenues and 
expenses have been affected by Covid-19. He thanked 
Oblates for their generous contributions to the province 
from the ministry they do. He further updated us on 
some building projects in the province, some to use for 
our ministry, others to help guarantee a more secure 
financial future for the province.

We all remain hopeful that our Fall 2021 gatherings 
will allow us to once again meet in person after a 
hiatus of almost two years!

Oblate Lay Associates Congress rescheduled

Sometimes numbers tell the story most vividly! In the 
case of the numbers belonging to the eight branches 

of the Mazenodian Family in the U.S. province, it is 
only the beginning of a more remarkable history of 
how eight groups have become associated with the 
charism and mission of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, U.S. Province.

With 214 professed Oblates (Brothers and Priests) in 
the U.S. Province, those numbers are relatively few in 
comparison to the larger numbers of Lay Associates 
(Mazenodian Family members) who share in the 
Oblate charism and mission.

There are currently 20 Honorary Oblates, those men 

St. Ferdinand Oblates watch the Zoom Meeting: Frs. Jim Taggart, Feliciano Lopez, Carlos Alarcon, 
Juan Ayala, with Vicar Provincial, Fr. Art Flores.

Meeting: Cont. from p. 3
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and women chosen by the Superior General, marked 
by their dedication, generosity, faithfulness to the 
Oblate Congregation who are privileged to share in 
the daily Masses and prayers for the Congregation. 

Oblate Associates, over 600 in number, participate 
in the charism and missionary activity with a special 
formation program and with ministry outreach in their 
local areas to the poor and the elderly.

Our Oblate Employees, located in Oblate ministry 
sites all over the U.S. and Tijuana, serve in a variety of 
ways to enhance and support Oblates in their ministry.

Oblate Supporters, in the hundreds of thousands, pray 
for Oblates and assist us with their generosity, making 
possible the work we do in the U.S. and in the 65 countries 
where Oblates minister in the world.

Oblate Youth, who minister with Oblates especially 
in Tijuana and in the Southwestern U.S., have a 
special love and devotion to Oblate Founder Eugene 
de Mazenod and are especially adept at bringing the 
Oblate charism to other youth.

Oblate Partners, about 130 in number, make possible, 
through their generosity and professional expertise, 
various special projects needed in ministry. The renovation 
of our Novitiate for seminarians is one such recent 

undertaking, made possible only through their efforts.
Oblate Affiliados are young men interested in possibly 
pursuing Oblate religious life. They meet regularly 
to learn how they can dedicate themselves more 
completely to Oblate values and the spirit of the 
Founder in their daily lives.

In an effort to further acquaint these groups with one 
another, to share more fully in their stories of being 
introduced to the Oblate charism, the Lay Associates 
Congress, originally scheduled for mid-July, 2021, is 
re- scheduled for May 27-29, 2022. This Congress, 
held virtually, will offer the opportunity for all Oblates 
and all members of the Mazenodian Family all over 
the world to hear about each others' vocation, how 
each group was founded, what special ministries 
they do, how they assist Oblate Brothers and Priests 
in their ministries. 

The weekend of May 27-29 falls within the annual 
novena of prayer for Oblate vocations, held each 
year from May 21, the death date of St. Eugene 
and May 29, the anniversary of Blessed Joseph 
Girard's death, the missionary to Lesotho, Africa.
Oblates David Munoz and Frank Santucci have 
been organizing this special Congress, representing 
the Canada-U.S. region, to be live streamed from 
the Whitley Center in San Antonio May 27-29, 
2022. More details to follow as the time gets closer.

2021 Joint Session: Canada-US Region Moving Forward Together
By the 2021 Joint Session Planning Committee

Approximately every 6.5 years, 
the Churyumov-Gerasimenko 

comet completes an orbit around 
the sun. The next time this space 
event will happen is in the summer/
fall of 2021. This highly studied 
comet was first discovered in 1969 
during a morning viewing session 
at the Kazakhstan Observatory by 
a group of astronomers from Kyiv. 
The comet is made up of 2 distinct 
sections fused via contact binary – 
the process of two areas meeting to 

become one joined object. In 2014 the 
Rosetta Mission followed this comet 
around for nearly two years, and 
finally, in 2016, made a touchdown 
on the surface of the Churyumov-
Gerasimenko comet. The purpose of 
this mission is to study the landscape 
of the comet, observe changes, and 
affirm hypotheses about objects in 
our universe.

Some events happen on such a 
grand and cosmic scale, others 

on a more localized or regional 
scale. Such an event that occurred 
during the Rosetta Mission that 
impacted our Oblate Region was 
the 2015 Joint Session between 
the Central Government and the 
four Provincials of the Canada-
US Region with their councils; 
two countries fused via a sort of 
contact binary known as a land 
border. Similarly, like the next 
space event happening around the 

Cont. on p. 6
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sun in 2021, the upcoming Joint 
Session meets in June of 2021!

The meeting of the Central 
Government and our four provinces 
brings a sense of excitement that 
allows us to view the region 
from a high level with the goal of 
"touching down" so we could study 
the various changes not only in our 
Oblate structures but in our Oblate 
Spirit! We will look at and affirm the 
successful collaborations that have 
already taken place in the region 
over the last six years. This meeting 
also looks at how we might direct 
the future partnership between our 
Canada and US provinces.
Since 2015 we have had excellent 
collaboration through events like 
the Young OMI gatherings and 
Mission with Youth. We have seen 
success in sharing responsibilities 

of priority ministries such as First 
Formation and JPIC. 

There is also the growth and 
renewal of Oblate Lay Associations 
reaching across the border to share 
as a Mazenodian Family. These 
are the challenges and successes 
that we can now celebrate! We 
have grown in our willingness to 
collaborate and share the Oblate 
Mission in Canada and US as we 
"Move Forward Together." 

The provinces are committed to 
being more aware of intentional 
joint efforts by looking at other 
structural renewal opportunities 
in the region. We Oblates and 
Associates can support this 
session at the local level through 
our enthusiasm and willingness 
to open our hearts and minds to 
the many possibilities available 
to us by studying our landscape, 

observing changes, and affirming 
the region's mission. Stay tuned for 
future communications!!!

•	 Who: The Central Government, 
the Provincials and Councils 
(and treasurers) of Assumption, 
Notre-Dame-du-Cap, OMI 
Lacombe, and the US Province. 

•	 When: June 20 - 26, 2021
•	 Where: The 2021 Joint Session 

will be an on-line event, due to the 
many risks still prevailing due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and due, 
also, to the existing restrictions and 
limitations for travelers. We will 
be using the ZOOM application. 
Further details will follow in next 
communications.

The 2021 Joint Session planning 
Committee is made up of Remi 
Lepage (chair), Danielle Brisson, 
Ray Cook, Jarek Pachocki, and 
Chris Pulchny.

The Oblate Central Government: l-r - Frs. Guilllaume Muthunda (GC for Africa-Madagascar); Warren 
Brown (GC* for Canada-USA); Cornelius Ngoka (Asst. General); Paolo Archiait (Vicar General); Louis 
Lougen (Superior General); Ramon Bernabe (Asst. General); Antoni Bochm (GC for Europe); Peter 
Stoll (GC for Asia-Oceania); Alberto Huamán Camayo (GC for Latin America). [*GC=General Councilor]

Session: Cont. from p. 5
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the campus of Oblate School of 
Theology. Almost 30 Oblate priests 
concelebrated at the Ordination 
Mass, including Bishop Michael 
Pfeifer, OMI, Emeritus-bishop of 
San Angelo, TX.

Brother Herat is a member of the 
Delegation of Bangladesh; Bro. 
Zane is from Botswana, a mission 

Ordination, Cont. from p. 1 of the Province of Lesotho; and 
Bro. Steve is a native of Kingsville, 
TX, and a member of the United 
States Province. The ceremony was 
live streamed so that the families 
and friends of Brothers Herat and 
Zane could take part from far-off 
continents.

Brothers Herat and Zane will 
eventually return to their home 

countries for ordination to the 
priesthood. Bro. Steve’s ordination 
to the priesthood is scheduled for 
September 17 in San Antonio.

Both Brothers Steve and Herat 
graduated on May 7 with Master 
of Divinity degrees from Oblate 
School of Theology.

--JFA

Zambia: New delegation administration installed

Fr. Raymond Mwangala, O.M.I., has 
been confirmed as the new Superior in 

Zambia. He and his Council and Treasurer 
were installed Sunday, February 21st, at 
Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka. Bishop 
Valentine Kalumba, O.M.I., of the Livingstone 
Diocese presided at the Mass and installed 
Fr. Raymond and Council. In attendance at 
the event were several Oblates, Missionary 
Associates of Mary Immaculate (MAMI), 

Young Oblate Missionary Associates (YOMA), 
parish representatives and family members.

There are almost 70 Oblates in Zambia! The 
future looks bright and promising with this 
new leadership team. The Council members 
are Fr. Nebby Chanda Mutale, Bro. Max 
Mwakacheya, Fr. Sydney Musonda and Fr. 
Barnabas Simatende. Fr. Michael Kasonde 
Musaba continues to serve as Treasurer. 

l-r Fr. Barnabas Simatende, Bro. Max Mwakacheya, Fr. Raymond Mwangala, Bishop Valentine 
Kalumba, Fr. Nebby Mutale, Fr. Sidney Musonda
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Besides the fact that the Superior 
General of the Oblates is a 
member of the C.E.P., we have 
also been called upon to make 
personnel available for significant 
positions of responsibility in the 
C.E.P. The memory of our former 
Superior General, Archbishop 
Marcelo Zago, who was named 
Secretary of the C.E.P. by Pope 
St. John Paul II, continues to be 
held in high esteem in the C.E.P. 
and the Church at large for his 

Oblates and the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples
Originally Published on the Mission-Unity-Dialogue Website

The Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate continue to play 

a significant role in many of the 
most difficult missions around the 
world. We are well known and 
highly regarded in the Church 
for our availability. Although, 
with good humor, we like to joke 
that we are specialists in making 
missions difficult, the simple truth 
is that Oblates are laboring with 
great zeal in many of the most 
challenging areas of the globe. 
The Church counts on us, as Pope 
Francis insisted in his address to 
us on October 7, 2016.

Together with our reputation for 
working with the poor and most 
abandoned, the fact that we are 
called to collaborate closely 
with the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples (C.E.P.) 
is a great sign of our recognition 
as a missionary Congregation in 
the Church. This Congregation, 
formerly called Propaganda Fide, 
was established by Pope Gregory 
XV in 1622 and has as its goal “…
to direct and coordinate throughout 
the world the actual work of 
spreading the Gospel as well as 
missionary cooperation...”

Presently the C.E.P. is made up 
of 35 Cardinals, 5 Archbishops, 2 
Bishops, 4 Directors of National 
Pontifical Mission Societies and 3 
Superiors General.  These Superiors 
General are Jesuit Fr. Arturo Sosa; 
O.F.M. Minister General, Fr. 
Michael Perry; and Missionary 
Oblate of Mary Immaculate, 
Fr. Louis Lougen. Some of the 

responsibilities are: participating 
in the Plenary Assemblies of 
the C.E.P., and availability to 
the Cardinal Prefect and the 
Secretary of the Congregation on 
affairs related to the mission of 
evangelization and the growth and 
structure of the Church in those 
areas under the responsibility of 
the C.E.P. in which the O.M.I.’s 
are serving. 

contributions to evangelization and 
mission, especially in the area of 
inter-religious dialogue.  

Fr. Ryzsard Szmydki, O.M.I., 
who has served both as the OMI 
Assistant General for Mission and 
Provincial of Poland, is presently the 
Under Secretary for the C.E.P., the 
fourth person in the organizational 
structure of the Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples. Fr. 
Tadeusz Nowak, O.M.I., former 
Provincial of Assumption Province, 
Canada, is currently the General 
Secretary of the Pontifical Society 
of the Propagation of the Faith. At 
the Pontifical Urbaniana University, 
under the authority of the C.E.P., 
another Oblate, Fr. Alphonse P. 
Rakotondravelo, former Superior 
of the Oblate Scholasticate in 
Madagascar, serves as librarian 
for the Pontifical Mission Library.

Most frequently, Oblates involved 
in their local mission around the 
world are not aware of the high 
esteem the Congregation enjoys in 
the Church. We do not like to blow 

Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, Superior 
General

Fr. Ryzsard Szmydki, O.M.I., 
Undersecretary of C.E.P
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our own horns. But once in a while, 
it is good to recognize and thank 
God for what the O.M.I.’s do for 
the Church all over the world.  The 
spirit of availability, grounded in our 
vow of obedience, and the heritage 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod, that 
nothing be left undared to extend 
the Savior’s Kingdom, continue to 
make Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate ready to go to the most 
challenging missions. Whether 
laboring on the peripheries of the 
world or in the Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples in 
Rome, Oblates are serving with 
excellence. The Church counts 
on us!   

Editor’s Note: 
The Church in the United States 
also relies on the Missionary 
Oblates. Two Oblates are in full-
time ministry in U.S. organisms of 
the Rome-based Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples.

On April 14, 2021, Fr. Andrew 
Small, O.M.I., finished the second 
five-year term as Director of The 
Pontifical Mission Societies in the 
United States. While he leaves that 
position, he continues working for 
the Church as the Founder and CEO 
of Missio Invest, whose website 
states: “In 2014 The Pontifical 
Mission Societies in the United 
States (TPMS-USA) created 
Missio Invest as a new vehicle to 
strengthen this network of crucial 
services in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
where Church-run schools and 
health facilities are attached to an 

Church-run financial institutions 
that administer loans and 
banking products in underserved 
communities.” Fr. Andrew’s office 
is in New York City.  (https://
missioinvest.org/en/)

Working out of Washington, DC, 
Fr. Leo Perez, O.M.I., is director 
of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Collection 
for the Church in Latin America. 
His previous ministry was with the 
Pontifical Mission Societies in New 
York City, and before that, professor 
of moral theology at Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio. He 
directs this arm of the USCCB 
“to help strengthen families, fund 
Catholic education, and foster 
priestly and religious vocations 
by giving to the Collection for the 
Church in Latin America. For over 
50 years, Catholics in the United 
States have expressed solidarity 
with the Church from Mexico 
to the Caribbean, to the southern 
tip of South America through the 
Collection.” (https://www.usccb.
org/committees/church-latin-
america)

abundance of farmable land, much 
of it underutilized due to lack of 
funds and commercial experience. 
Missio Invest has since expanded 
to provide financing for not only 
agribusinesses, but also health and 
education enterprises as well as 

Fr. Tadeusz Nowak, O.M.I.

Fr. Alphonse P. Rakotondravelo, 
O.M.I.

Fr. Andrew Small, O.M.I.

Fr. Leo Perez, O.M.I.
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A Priest and a None Walk into a Bar

By Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI

One of our newest Oblate 
Missions in the USP calls us 

to respond to young adults in the 
church: Campus Ministry.  Back 
in 2014 I was asked to apply for 
a position in the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston as they had 
been searching for a fulltime 
chaplain and campus minister for 
one of their universities. After 
three interviews I was offered the 
position. In June of 2014 I arrived 
at Rice University. Rice (Go Owls!) 
is one of the most academically 
challenging universities in the 
country and ranks alongside 
the likes of Yale, Harvard, and 
Stanford in status.  Often called 
“the ivy league of the south” it was 
intentionally founded on secularity. 
In 1891, the founder, William 
Marsh Rice, was passionate about 
education and wanted an institution 
free from religious influence and 
stated in the charter document the 
following:

“I further direct and require 
that no sectarianism shall be 
permitted in the institution.”

To this day, secularity still trumps 
all denominations that attempt to 
be involved in the campus. We are 
often reminded as campus ministers 
that we are there so the students 
have access to us, not so we have 
access to the students. At the same 
time, the university does recognize 
that religion is an important aspect 
to human development and forms 

a coalition called the Joint Campus 
Ministers. There are currently more 
than twenty different denominations 
represented in that group.  We are 
blessed to have a Newman Center 
and chapel across the street from the 
university, which acts as a hub for 
the Catholic Student Association.  

We often hear that young adults are 
moving away from their faith and 
becoming NONES. That is true 
to some extent, but there are also 
hundreds here at Rice who are very 
involved in their faith. However, we 
run the risk of losing them if we do 
not engage them. We also need to 
be inviting to those who disaffiliate 
themselves. How do I do this? I need 
to listen to students and engage in 
dialogue with them to exchange 
ideas and concerns; for example, my 
preaching at Mass cannot be prepared 
in a vacuum. I need to be open to 

an exchange of dialog surrounding 
examples like racial tension, gun 
violence, etc. and these issues, as 
Gaudium et Spes puts it, “require 
the special help of those who live 
in the world, are versed in different 
institutions and specialties, and 
grasp their innermost significance 
in the eyes of believers and non-
believers.” Vatican II calls me as a 
minister “to listen to and distinguish 
the many voices of our times and 
to interpret them in the light of the 
divine Word,” so I may help students 
in understanding the revealed truth!

Understanding the campus in which 
I minister cannot be an afterthought 
when preparing to preach or give a 
lecture. Students need meaningful 
answers that fit their time and 
place. I need to be aware of how 
current events impact the student’s 
encounter with Scriptures. I also let 

Fr. Ray Cook presides at Mass in the Newman Center chapel.
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the students know that they, as a 
member of the body of Christ, the 
Church, have the right to challenge 
me to integrate what they see in the 
modern world, into the ministry. If 
we, as Oblates, are to proclaim a 
relevant Gospel, updating the way 
we preach or minister to today’s 
students is necessary so that it 
reflects the reality in which the 
student resides. 

Reaching out to the NONES 
is the same. To do this we have 
many programs that everyone is 
invited to attend. One of the more 
recent, prior to COVID, was “A 
Priest and a NONE walk into a 
Bar.” After obtaining my TABC 
license, I rented out one of the 
student pubs. All students, 21 and 

over, were invited to the pub and 
I would be behind the bar so they 
could be in a causal setting and 
ask any question they wanted. I 
would mostly listen to them and 
try to hear what their lives were 
like.  I wanted to know what they 
thought of the tough subjects like 
abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, Black 
Lives Matter, and politics. I also 
want to know about the everyday 
subjects like, cell manipulation, 
space travel, chemical engineering, 
and all the other professions they 
are reaching for in their lives! 

Maintaining collegiality with them 
is needed, and a requirement, as 
proselytizing is not allowed on 
campus. I leave these conversations 
with respect for the students and 

an understanding of where they 
are focusing their attention in the 
world. But it does not end there, 
I need to be out in the world with 
them as well. I am there when there 
is a tragedy; I am there when they 
are married. When they see me at 
a memorial for George Floyd, they 
see me as someone who represents 
a Church who cares about them. To 
show, by my actions, who an Oblate 
of Mary Immaculate is – that is 
for them. The goal for me? To 
know them. I cannot successfully 
engage them unless I am willing 
to let them engage me. I cannot 
evangelize them unless I am willing 
to let them evangelize me.  It’s a 
blessing to be here and introduce a 
new generation to St. Eugene and 
our Congregation. 

Energy and new life after Covid-19
By Fr. Joseph Ferraioli, OMI

(Ed. Note: For over 50 years, the Oblates operated 
a home for retired persons, originally called the 
Apartment Community at Our Lady of the Snows 
Shrine, and more recently named “The Esquiline” after 
a hill in Rome, the site of St. Mary Major Basilica. Last 
November, Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, Provincial of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, announced 
the sale of the Esquiline to the Benedictine Healthcare 
System (BHS), sponsored by the Benedictine Sisters of 
St. Scholastica Monastery, Duluth, MN. However, two 
Oblate chaplains continue to offer priestly services 
to the residents and staff there. Fr. Thomas Hayes, 
OMI, has been working there since 2009; Fr. Joseph 
Ferraioli, OMI, joined the pastoral staff in 2013. In 
this article, Fr. Joe speaks about the difficult year 
of Covid-19.)

As I write this, Springtime has made a strong 
appearance here in Belleville; we've just 

completed our Easter celebration, and that sense 
of "new life" provides us with a lot of energy and 

l-r: Frs. Thomas Hayes and Joseph 
Ferraioli, OMI

hopefulness. Much of that was absent over the past 
thirteen months around my place of ministry, The 
Esquiline facility for the ageing, on the grounds of 
the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.
Things started out alright as we went into June 2020, 
before any cases of Covid-19 showed up among our 
residents and staff. Our head nurse, Jennifer Schwarte, 
told us all in regard to all that, it wasn't "if" so much as 

Cont. on p.  14
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interculturality demands reciprocity.
#54. Our societies are becoming 
increasingly multicultural. This 
new reality is accompanied, 
unfortunately, with fragmentation 
and with the disintegration 
of a cohesive society based 
on segregation. It creates an 
emphasis on identity which leads 
to exclusion, fear and even hatred 
of foreigners. This strengthens the 
walls of separation.
#55. Interculturality faces 
obstacles. The emphasis on 
individualism that prevails in the 
industrialized countries of the 
northern hemisphere hinders a 
process of becoming intercultural. 
The blocking of certain cultures that 
are not ready to open themselves up 
also affects interculturality.

The provincial leadership of 
the Oblates’ U.S. Province has 
begun to study our own response 
to interculturality, and for good 
reason. Over 20% of the slightly 
over 200 Oblates working or 
studying in the United States 
Province were born outside of 
the USA. Some of those Oblates 
immigrated many years ago from 
such places as Spain, Ireland, 
Canada or Mexico and have long 
shared the wealth of their own 
cultural origins in their ministry 
here. In recent years, Oblates from 
Zambia, Haiti, South Africa, India, 
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
Poland, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Bangladesh and Peru have enriched 
our lives and ministry. Our current 
statistics don’t even include the 
multitude of deceased Oblates who 

“Interculturality”: more than just a word
came from such places as France, 
Italy, Germany and other countries.
Fr. Louis Studer, U.S. Provincial, 
has asked two of his Councilors, 
Frs. Antonio Ponce and Emmanuel 
Mulenga, to help the province focus 
on the issue of interculturality.

To begin the discussion, they invited 
Oblate Frs. Peter Antonisamy 
(from India, pastor at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Eagle Pass, TX) and Elvis 

Top to bottom: Frs. Antonio 
Ponce, Emmanuel Mulenga, Elvis 

Mwamba, Peter Antonisamy

The General Chapter of the 
Missionary Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate is the highest 
authority in the Congregation. 
Every six years, a Chapter brings 
together Oblate leaders and elected 
delegates from all over the world 
to discuss current situations and 
challenges the Oblates face and to 
make policies for the future of our 
ministry to the poor. The Chapter 
also elects the Superior General and 
his council for the next six years.

Each Chapter has its own theme: 
for example, 2004 – Witnessing 
to Hope; 2010 – Conversion; 
2016 – Evangelization. The 2016 
discussion on evangelization laid a 
heavy emphasis on the phenomenon 
of “interculturality” in the Oblate 
life and mission. The word itself 
appears at least 20 times in the final 
Chapter document. 

While the Chapter was addressing 
interculturality for the worldwide 
Congregation, each Oblate 
community and individual, no 
matter where they are, must 
consider how the reality is lived out 
in their milieu. The 2016 Chapter’s 
final document states:

#53: Interculturality differs from 
multiculturality, which is already 
a reality. Interculturality emphasizes 
the meeting and exchange between 
cultures from both sides and where 
cultures are enriched, mingled, 
respected, confronted and enter 
into dialogue. Interculturality 
is an intentional process of 
conversion. It is a vision, a path, and 
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Black History Month Mass in 2019 at Sacred Heart Parish in Oakland: 
l-r: Fr. Philip Singarayar, OMI; the late Fr. Jay Matthews, rector of the 
Oakland cathedral; Fr. William Mason, OMI.

Mwamba (from Zambia, on the 
staff of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows, Belleville) to a Zoom 
conference on February 11, 2021. 
Fr. Bill Mason (pastor at Sacred 
Heart in Oakland, CA) who has 
experience in receiving Oblates 
from abroad, was invited to a Zoom 
conference on February 16, 2021. 
The goal of the discussion was to 
present ideas about programs the 
Province may offer to members 
on how to welcome Oblates from 
other countries and to be more 
committed to issues of intercultural 
life in the Province.

Frs. Peter and Elvis shared 
positive experiences, such as the 
welcoming nature of the Oblates 
to the community and ministries; 
the International Priest Internship 
at Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio; the Spanish language 
immersion experience in Mexico; 
and the Safe Environment Training 
offered by the Dioceses. Some 
of the challenges encountered 
included doing ministry in an 
unfamiliar language and culture; 
the need for more awareness on 
the part of receiving Oblates as to 
cultural differences and needs such 
as food; and the understanding that 
U.S. cultural differences could be 
difficult to assimilate, interpret and 
integrate.

Fr. Bill Mason shared his 
experiences living in multicultural 
communities and offered 
suggestions for interculturality. 
His experience living away from 
his country and in an intercultural 
community helped him understand 
and appreciate his culture and 
that of others. Some practical 

suggestions included introducing 
the new individual to the bishop; 
showing him around the area; 
helping him get a driver’s license, 
seek out a primary care doctor, 
obtain a cell phone, etc. There could 
also be periodic check-ins with the 
new Oblate: “How’s it going?” 
He also suggested observing 
national celebrations; integrating 
the intercultural element into 
the community liturgy; learning 
about and sharing food from other 
cultures; and offering an invitation 
to share about one’s country history 
and family story.

This project of the U.S. province 
is in its initial stages. Even within 
the United States, we must admit 
that as Oblates, we recognize 
that the “Oblate cultures” of the 
North, South, East and West are 
not monolithic and when an Oblate 
moves from one end of the country 
to another, he will experience an 
“internal interculturality.”

And then, looking beyond the 
internal life of the Oblates in the 
U.S., there are the challenges of 
ministering in parishes and other 
settings that call for a whole 
new set of skills that reflect the 
multiculturality of the flock. In 
their preaching and other pastoral 
tasks, they must help their people 
avoid some of the obstacles to 
interculturality as mentioned above 
in the 2016 Chapter document.

This whole process of learning how 
to live and minister interculturally 
as Oblates in the United States is 
still developing. One goal that the 
small committee already has is 
that, if they produce a document, 
it will not just end up in the archives 
but will be something that the 
province leadership and members 
can use to benefit the living of our 
Oblate motto: “He has sent me to 
evangelize the poor. The poor are 
being evangelized.”
-JFA
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March against attacks on Asians
By Fr. Scott Hill, OMI

As in other parts of the country, 
Oakland, California’s 

Chinatown has experienced a recent 
rise in attacks on Asian women 
and men, as well as shops. With 
these brazen attacks, the Asian 
and Black Community have come 
together, protecting the vulnerable 
elders of the Community. Easter 
weekend brought the larger 
Oakland Community together for 
a rally demanding an end to racism, 

ageism, and hate. Fr. Scott Hill, 
OMI, of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Oakland joined the crowd and is 

seen in the photo above holding a 
sign which translated reads, “Stop 
racism.”

The event was organized by “Asians 
with Attitude” (AWA), primarily 
Asian youth from the neighborhood 
who spoke of protecting elders, 
building up the Asian Community 
and strengthening the visibility 
of the Asian/Pacific Islander 
presence in Oakland. There were 

it was "when". When the virus finally was detected in an 
employee of our Dammert Geriatric Care Center of the 
Esquiline in June, it spread rapidly, eventually infecting 
every resident there and a number of the staff members. 

Lock down occurred and no one was allowed into 
Dammert, including the two chaplains, myself and 
Father Tom Hayes. As a result, for over eight months 
we were unable to celebrate Mass there or even bring 
the Blessed Sacrament. We lost sixteen Dammert 
residents to the virus, including two Oblates, Brother 
Vic Capek and Father Andy Chalkey. 

Our assisted living section (the St. Francis Center) 
which was housing five Oblates among their residents, 
never had a case of Covid but all those residents were 
quarantined in their own area and could not go to any 
other parts of the facility, including the chapel, for 
Mass. Eventually we began having a second Sunday 
Mass in their dining room. 

The independent living section had only one case of 
Covid and after that happened, we had to shut down the 
chapel for two weeks as all residents were quarantined in 
their rooms. A gloom and doom attitude settled over the 
place and Father Hayes and I were very limited as to what 
we could do in terms of ministering to our population. 
In February all residents and staff received our 

two vaccine shots and now things are beginning to 
return to some sense of normalcy. At last visitors 
are allowed to visit with family members beyond 
peering through a window at them. And, of course, 
with all this happening in February, sponsorship 
of the Esquiline transferred from the hands of our 
Province to the Benedictine Health Care System. So, 
now, ever so slowly we are beginning to transition 
to new leadership. A number of our old crowd of 
employees have moved on and new faces are arriving 
in their place. 

For Father Hayes and me, our ministry continues 
as it was. There is still an Oblate presence at the 
Esquiline in the Pastoral Care Department as well as 
in two Oblate priests living in the St. Francis Center 
(Father Terry Figel and our 100-year-old Oblate, 
Father Clarence Zachman), and three Oblate priests 
living in the Dammert section (Fathers Don Dietz, 
Norm Volk, and John Madigan). 

Through it all, this Oblate ministry continues as our 
Provincial has indicated to the Benedictines that our 
Province will continue to provide personnel for the 
Pastoral Care Department. We'll continue our work, 
grateful for the proverbial "light at the end of the 
tunnel" that is now ever so slowly returning life at 
the Esquiline back to some semblance of normalcy. 
Please remember us in your prayer.

Energy and new life, Cont. from p. 11
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no politicians invited. According 
to Fr. Hill, “The mood of the 
crowd was angry but respectful. 
I sensed a great feeling of Pride 
that thread the AAPI Community 
together. They were loud and proud. 
Many national flags representing 
the variety of Asian and Pacific 
Islanders waved their presence 
during the rally. The flags, as well 
as ‘Old Glory’ led that march down 
8th Street, through Chinatown and up 
the main, downtown, thoroughfare 
of Broadway Street, a march of 3/4 
of a mile.”

Fr. Hill described the scene and the 
photo, “In the picture I joined with 
these women as the crowd took over 
the streets of downtown Oakland in 
an act of peaceful/civil disobedience. 
As  the march begins, I find myself in 
the front of the crowd, by the time we 
have walked 6 blocks, I find myself 
trailing the parade until I needed to 

move to the sidewalk, opening the 
road to vehicle traffic. These women 
were long gone!”

“In the end I am reminded of 
something Pope Francis said in 
the documentary, ‘Francesco.’: 
‘Looking to the common good is 

Fr. Scott Hill, OMI is second from left in this photo with three 
unidentified protestors. 

Two OMI Missionaries from US Province in Cuba

Fr. Roger Hallé, OMI, age 85, has been in rural 
Cuba at Pinar del Rio since 2015. Fr. Nicholas 

Harding, OMI, arrived in March 2021 and is in 
Havana. There are only two other OMI’s in Cuba: 
Fr. Wilmar Gama from Brazil and Shihan Shanaka 
from Sri Lanka. About 70% of the clergy are foreign 
missionaries, as are many of the religious sisters (for 
example, the Missionary Sisters of Charity –nick-

named “Calcutas”---are located in eleven places).

The two Oblates in East Havana are responsible for 
three parishes which comprise a huge population of 
about 250,000. However, due to various factors, very 
few are practicing Catholics. At Sunday Masses about 
25 people, mostly elderly (the faithful remnant?), 
come. In seven years, there have been no confirmations 
of youth and only ten weddings. While there are about 
20 infant baptisms per month, there are only about 

much more than the sum of what 
is good for individuals. It means 
having a regard for all citizens and 
seeking to respond effectively to 
the needs of the least fortunate.’ 
This Triduum Weekend was such 
a reminder.”

Fr. Nick Harding, O.M.I. -- getting to know Havana

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh
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two first communions of children 
each year. 

Since the Revolution in 1959, the 
Church is very limited and 
“marginalized”. Catholic schools 
were confiscated. The government 
has a monopoly on education. 
Many faithful Catholics in 
leadership have left the country (the 
exodus or diaspora). It is said that 
about 70% are believers in 
“syncretism” or “animistic” 
religions which means Afro-Cuban 
religions brought by the slaves, 
such as Santeria and others. To be 
a “santo” in most of these religions, 
one must be baptized in a Catholic 
church! On the seashore one sees 
many decapitated chickens and 
other animals/objects offered to the 
sea deity or “saint”. The biggest 
feast days are for Our Lady of 
Caridad del Cobre (September 8), 
St. Lazarus—from the parable 
(December 17) and St. Barbara 
(December 4). They are celebrated 
by Catholics and religiones 
sincretistas alike. A big reason for 
many Cubans being believers but 
not practicing in the Church, is that 
historically there was a deficiency 
in presence and evangelization of 
the Catholic Church among the 

catechesis and sacramental 
preparation.

As missionary Oblates, we 
evangelize humbly by simple 
presence of and with the Holy 
Eucharist, apostolic community 
and contemplative prayer/
adoration. In mental prayer, we find 
ourselves as representatives lifting 
up all the people and the whole 
complex reality of this island 
nation. There are ample 
opportunities in ordinary, daily 
interaction: waiting in line to 
purchase, walking on the street, etc. 
Due to Covid, presently we cannot 
make many home visits. The Little 
Sisters (and Brothers) of Jesus 
(founder: Blessed Charles de 
Foucauld) are present here in 3 
places and are very inspiring. There 
are about 25 Oblate lay associates 
who are very helpful in spreading 
the gospel.

Yesterday, as the two of us went 
to a house, a six-year-old boy 
eagerly went to tell his mother 
“aqui estan los papas de todo el 
mundo.” (Here are the fathers of 
everybody). -Nicholas J Harding, 
OMI, April 2021

“lower classes”. People who are 
sincretista and or ardent communist 
can also attend Catholic mass and 
see no incoherence.

As in any country, there are “luces 
y sombras”. Lights: beautiful 
nature and climate, and classic 

Because of the economic situation 
(due to many factors such as the 
centralized planning, the embargo 
---called el Bloqueo—and more 
recently Covid which stopped 
tourism) food is rationed: per 
month, ten eggs per person, 10 
teaspoons of coffee, a small 
package of sardines etc. The 
Oblates in Havana have their own 
garden with lettuce. Wilmar says 
in seven years he has had only one 
orange and no apples. No mosquito 
repellant can be purchased, so we 
smear on vinegar.

Evangelization is very difficult but 
we are allowed to have Eucharist 
in homes which we call “Casas de 
Mision.” The Church needs to be 
Iglesia en salida [Church that goes 
out], but legally is restricted. The 
bishops say now is the time for 
pre-evangelization, announcing the 
kerygma---later will come 

Fr. Roger Hallé, OMI

Fr. Nick tending the lettuce patch.
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Holy Week Mission experience for Tijuana Pre-novices 
and Affiliates

By Fr. William Antone, OMI

Cont. on p.  23

Higher learning interrupted by a pandemic

Holy Week has customarily 
been a time for a missionary 

experience for the Pre-novices 
in Tijuana. This year, despite 
the pandemic, we were able to 
organize such an experience, 
while at the same time following 
the safety protocols. A total of 12 
of us, the 5 Tijuana Pre-novices, 
1 Pre-novice from Belleville, 5 
Affiliates (young men discerning 
their vocation) and I traveled to 
Guadalajara, Mexico, and served 
the people in two parishes, south 
of the city, not far from the 
famous Laguna de Chapala. The 
Missionary Sisters of the Blessed 

Holy Week Mission Closing Mass on Easter Sunday

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

and continues to accept 
Oblates preparing to 
become educators at 
the various Pontifical 
Universities in Rome.

Currently, there are 
two Oblates from the 
United States Province 
pursuing doctorates in 
Rome. Fr. Fernando 
Velazquez is a student at 
the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, majoring in 
missiology or the study 

of the Church’s missionary 
nature. Fr. Marco Antonio 

“Tony” Ortiz is a student at the Pontifical Institute 
for Biblical Studies (Biblicum).

Both Frs. Fernando and Tony have found the past year 
Cont. on p.  24

The Oblate General 
Chapter of 2010 

named “Higher Education 
as a valued and essential 
ministry within the 
Oblate mission of 
Evangelization…” Not 
only does the Oblate 
Congregation continue 
to manage and staff 
institutions of higher 
learning in several 
countries, but there are 
always Oblates designated 
to study and earn degrees 
in order to carry out that 
“essential ministry” for the 
Church. In the early 1950’s, then Superior General 
Father Leo Deschâtelets decided to establish a 
community in Rome called the “Studium generale.” 
It was eventually housed at the Oblate General House 

l-r: Frs. Fernando Velazquez and Tony Ortiz, with 
St. Peter’s in the background, after community 

liturgy
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Oblate Constitution 43

We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for 
them, faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

The following Oblates of Mary Immaculate have died since our last issue of OMI USA. 
May they rest in peace.

Mariano Martínez Gálvez, OMI, passed away on March 3, 2021, in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico (member of Delegation of Peru).

William Lundberg, OMI, passed away on March 8, 2021, in Belleville, IL.

William Hallahan, OMI, passed away on April 3, 2021, in Tewksbury, MA.

The Power of Faith and Education
By Fr. Jesse Esqueda, OMI

Eight years ago, we had the blessing of bringing 
the SEARCH retreat ministry to our Oblate Parish 

in Tijuana Mexico. Since then, we became very 
intentional about providing the programs, support, and 
space where the youth may grow spiritually, personally, 
and academically. This intentional investment in our 
youth continues to transform our community.

Hundreds of young people started participating in our 
retreats and programs. We then realized that many 
of them had the intelligence and desire for a higher 
education, but they lacked the financial resources and 
support. Five years ago, we started the scholarship 

program and the blessings from this program are 
unbelievable.

Today 90% of our young adults from our youth ministry 
are in college. This reality has created an environment 
where all teens and young adults from our programs 
feel inspired, challenged, and supported to finish their 
High School studies and continue with a university 
education. Most of these students are the first in their 
families to have a university education. Dreams that 
seemed impossible for our youth because of poverty 
and lack of role models are now becoming a reality. 
One of the blessings of our scholarship program is 

Mariano Martínez Gálvez, OMI William Lundberg, OMI William Hallahan, OMI
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that the students are putting their knowledge and 
education at the service of the most abandoned. After 
they graduate, most of them continue to serve in our 
programs. In this extremely poor community, there 
are now many young professionals in key leadership 
roles in our parish; in addition, new programs are 
being created to reach more people.

Health Program:
David Rizo and Josselyn Robledo lead our health 
program. David is a psychology student who will 
graduate in December and Josselyn is a medical 
student who will graduate this August. She will be 
the first doctor from our scholarship program. This 
health committee now has 12 students who are in 
medical school, nursing students and physical therapist 
students. These students visit many families in our 
parish, and while restricted in what they can do, are 
able to check vitals, treat wounds, advise about, and 

encourage the use of already prescribed medications, apply ointments, 
give baths, cut nails and transport patience to clinics and hospitals. 
Several doctors are inspired by the service of these students that they 
are now providing free medical attention for some patients. We hope 
to get many other doctors involved in this program.

Migrant and Legal Aid Program:
Adriana Ortega is the leader of our migrant program and legal aid 
committee. Adriana is a young teacher who graduated a few years ago. 
She now works with over 150 migrant families from our community 
who receive food baskets, medical support and legal services. The Legal 

Aid committee includes two lawyers and three law 
students who help migrant families with free legal 
services. One of the lawyers has a doctorate in Law 
and is a specialist in migrant issues. So far sixteen 
migrants from this program have received their legal 
residency status in Mexico. Many others are in this 

same process waiting for positive 
results on their legal case.

Education Program:
Alejandra Miranda leads our new 
education program. She is a teacher 
from our scholarship program who 
graduated last year. She has 11 other 
teachers and education students in 
her committee. This new committee 
will help students who need tutoring 
and academic support. They will 
also train faith education teachers 
and give workshops to parents so 
that they know how to support 
and encourage their children in 
their education journey. This new 
program is an addition to our 
School for Children with Special 
Needs (Inclusive Education), which 
has 11 other professionals.

Engineering Program:
Luis Zepeda is a civil engineer 
who graduated four years ago 
and now leads our engineering 
program. Luis and his committee 

Cont. on p.  20

Fr. Jesse (right) and the engineers

Fr. Lucio Castillo (3rd from left) and psychology 
program.
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of young professionals and students 
just started a new company for 
engineers. This company will 
provide online engineering services 
for companies in the United States. 
The goal of this company is to 
provide jobs for the young engineers 
who graduate from our scholarship 
program and to encourage and 
motivate engineering students. 
This new company is a great 
accomplishment for these young 
professionals. Luis and his team 
are also responsible for our roofs 
program, which provide many 
needy families with a new roof.

Mental Health Program:
Eduardo López is a licensed 
psychologist from our community 
who leads the Mental Health 
Program. There are now 9 people 
in his committee: 4 licensed 
psychologist and 5 psychology 
students. Eduardo works full 
time at our youth center providing 
free counseling sessions to youth 

and their families. 
The members of his 
committee also provide 
free counseling 
sessions and lead 
workshops on mental 
health for youth, 
families, and ministry 
groups of our parish.

These are a few of 
the many fruits that 
are emerging from 
the seeds of faith and 
education. We are 
profoundly grateful 
for the many friends 
and donors who help to 
make these programs 
possible. These young professionals 
and university students dedicate 
countless hours, to improve the 
lives of the most in need of our 
community. 

We can only imagine the impact 
that these young men and women 
will have in our world.

Power of Faith Cont. from p. 19

Charism, sustainability and community
By Fr. James Brobst, OMI,

Provincial Vicar for Mission

One of the roles of the Oblate 
Provincial Administration is to make 
difficult decisions after reflecting 
on the U.S. Province’s stated 
goals for discerning ministry that 
matches our charism, is sustainable 
(matching our personnel, their 
talents and our finances) and that 
supports Oblate community in the 
nearby geographical area.

During the summer of 2021, the 
United States Province will be 

the same name in nearby Rowley, 
MA, will be led by Oblate Fr. Mike 
O’Hara, with Fr. Harry Winter in 
residence. This parish is located 
about a 30-minute drive from 
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, 
up in the Merrimac Valley. The 
three weekend masses are easily 
covered by a single priest.  Again, 
this location is further from the 
seat of the Archdiocese and will 
give opportunities for pastoral 
work beyond the local parish for 
an English-speaking Oblate in 
Reduced Active Ministry (RAM).

providing pastoral leadership for 
a new parish in the Archdiocese of 
Boston and another in the Diocese 
of Corpus Christi.  Both parishes 
include smaller, attached missions.  
Both have opportunities to 
expand English-speaking pastoral 
ministries and are located near one 
of the five embraced ministries of 
the Province.  This is to ensure 
sustainable, local, communities 
within easy driving distance of 
each other.  

St. Mary’s Parish in Georgetown, 
Massachusetts, and its mission by Cont. on p.  23

Students in academic program.
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By Fr. James Brobst, OMI, 
Vicar Provincial for Mission

The stories we never tell might be the most interesting 
stories. So it is with our Oblate charism and ministry – 
and there is no greater evidence of this than when we 
see a list of an Oblate’s assignments upon his death. A 
list of dates and places on the confines of a memorial 
card cannot begin to tell the countless 
human interactions with others seeking 
consolation, advice, encouragement or 
challenge which any pastoral encounter 
brings.  

In addition to the many unique individual 
pastoral moments we foster, there are also 
many larger patterns of ministry we do 
in an assignment. These are often extra 
“calls within a call” that an Oblate takes 
on with a missionary’s heart. He sees a pastoral need 
beyond his given assignment and steps up to the plate 
to reach out to those who are not being evangelized 
by the local church’s structures.  

We can all point to Oblates who have created new 
ways of addressing such needs in very visible ways. 
MindsEye radio was begun by an Oblate to provide 
information to people with failing eyesight, keeping 
them connected to their local communities in Metro 
East St. Louis. Many of our missionaries to the 
Philippines built runways and founded schools which 
became essential to the infrastructure and educational 
systems in their missions. The Oblate Investment Pool 
makes it possible for missionaries in nations with 
unstable economies to rely on safe places to invest 
and grow their patrimony. Others support sustainable 
food projects to nourish the poor, helping the dignity 
of their humanity blossom so they can grow into 
Christians and perhaps saints.

How many volumes might be filled by acknowledging 
and describing the extra, “unofficial” ministries we have 
taken on as Oblates? We do these things not to blow our 
own horns on the street corners. We do them because 
as Oblates, our hearts move us to compassion that 

Masters of untold stories

looks like the zeal of St. Eugene, our founder. 
Examples abound if we care to look and listen:

Nightly sharing of sandwiches, fruit and water 
for the homeless in a border-city parish. Staffing 

the hotline during overnight hours 
for suicide prevention. Providing on-
site retreat experiences for inmates 
at a state prison some hours away. 
Being “retired,” but still on call for 
confessions and masses when rural 
parishes at some distance struggle 
to find clergy when their own pastor 
becomes ill. Offering pastoral work 
in a second language when the local 
pastor cannot speak the language 

of recent immigrants to his parish. Providing 
funerals during Covid while neighboring parishes 
refuse to follow the directive of their own bishop 
to do so. 

None of these works are written in an official 
list of assignments. But these and other 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy abound 
where Oblates live and work. It is in our DNA 
to seek out those on the margins within our 
communities – “to discern the new faces of the 
poor”. We honor their presence as members 
of Christ’s own body, to help them to see who 
they are in the eyes of their Savior – to know 
their dignity as children of God.

Perhaps we should share these “extra” works 
more freely with each other. Not to blow our 
own horns on the street corner, but to lift up 
the dignity of those whom we serve, to lift up 
the call that sets us apart as Oblates, and to 
support each other in our common Charism.

So… what interesting things are you doing 
that will never show up on your memorial 
card? Who knows? Whom will you tell?
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On April 19, 1951, addressing a joint session of the U.S. Congress 
after he had been relieved of his duties commanding the American 

forces in Korea, General Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964) closed his 
lengthy speech quoting a ballad from the 1920’s: “Old soldiers never 
die – they simply fade away.” The ballad he quoted was brought out 
of moth balls, so to speak, and became a hit record by Vaughn Monroe 
shortly thereafter.

We might be able to rephrase that ballad and say in all truth that 
“Old Oblates never die – they simply go into RAM.” Reduced Active 
Ministry is a term coined to refer to priests and religious who no 
longer bear responsibility for parishes or other major institutions, but 
who continue to minister to God’s People for as long their age and 
physical condition will allow them. At this moment, there are many 
“senior Oblates” who continue to celebrate Eucharist and preach and 
serve in other ways, even well beyond 80 and 90 years of age.

One such Oblate is Fr. Michael “Mike” Hussey, OMI, an 88-year-
old member of the St. Henry’s Oblate Community in Belleville, 
IL, since 2008, and over 60 years a priest. At least three dioceses 
in Southern Illinois continue to benefit from his zeal and talent. He 
is frequently known to substitute for other priests in the dioceses 
of Peoria, Springfield, and Belleville. And this is not always just a 
weekend substitution.

It is especially in the Diocese of Belleville that he has become the priest 
to call when there is a crisis in a parish whose pastor has been side-
lined for one reason or the other. He even had the private cellphone 
number of the previous Bishop of Belleville who often called upon 
his services. “Father X has decided to leave the parish: could you fill 
in until we make other arrangements?” “Father Y has had emergency 
surgery: can you take his place for a few weeks?” He currently travels 
354 miles round trip each weekend to the east side of the Belleville 
diocese to fulfill a year-long commitment for Mass in three different 
parishes where the young pastor left abruptly.

Known for his well-prepared and interesting homilies, he has an email 
list of about 300 “fans” who want to read his Sunday homilies.

Although his golf game has been 
slowed somewhat by serious 
knee problems, nevertheless, 
within the Oblate community, he 
is generous with his time, helping 
with the cooking when the regular 
cook cannot come and serving as 
the principal “shopper” for house 
groceries and supplies.

After decades of service as 
a retreat preacher, vocation 
director, prison chaplain, hospital 
chaplain, hospice chaplain and 
pastor of several parishes at one 
time, the normal understanding 
would be that Fr. Mike put his 
feet up and relax. But like so 
many other Oblates, he is still 
able to put into practice the 
“Active Ministry” part of RAM 
and share the gifts the Holy Spirit 
has given him.

(Ed. Note: In future editions of 
OMI USA, we hope to be able to 
point to the RAM lives of other 
Oblates of the United States 
Province. Suggestions would be 
appreciated.) 

-JFA

The RAM’s Corner

Fr. Mike Hussey, OMI
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Sacrament and Mary Immaculate, 
friends of the Oblates, who are 
also located in Guadalajara, made 
contact with two local pastors and 
we were given a warm welcome 
in order to serve during Holy 
Week. 

The 12 of us were divided 
into 4 teams and lived in the 
communities with the people of 
the parishes. Many of the barrios 
in which we served are housing 
developments made up of very 
small homes almost on top of 
each other, with narrow streets, 
minimal green and recreation 
space, and much social and family 
disorder, including—if that 
wasn’t enough—the presence of 
gangs “in charge” of everything, 
especially the drug-dealing. 
The pastors told us not to worry 

because the gang leaders knew 
we were there and would protect 
us, but that it would be good if 
we wore a cassock or some other 
sign of being “missionaries”.  

Our work consisted of catechism 
for children, evening talks with 
adults, visiting families and 
sprinkling holy water in those 
homes marked with a ribbon on 
the outside signifying their desire 
for a blessing, and serving and 
guiding the Holy Week services. 

On Easter Monday, we spent a 
day as tourists in Guadalajara, 
accompanied by the Missionary 
Sisters. The 5 Affiliates returned 
by plane to Tijuana and the 6 Pre-
novices and I traveled for three 
days in our Toyota van from 
Guadalajara to Tijuana, enjoying 
a few sights along the way. All in 
all, it was an exciting experience 

Mission experience, from p. 17

Already mentioned in this issue’s 
lead article (see page 1) Our Lady 
of Consolation Parish in Vattman, 
TX, will be led by the Oblate 
pastor of neighboring Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish in Sarita Texas, a 
parish we have had for many years. 
Fr. Andy Sensenig will be pastor of 
all the communities, which includes 
two nearby mission chapels: Our 
Lady of Guadalupe at Riviera and 
Sacred Heart in Ricardo.  

Fr. Andy will form community 
at the former Kenedy Ranch in 

Sarita with Frs. Roger Bergkamp 
and David Ullrich, as well as Fr. 
James Chambers who will be 
there temporarily to help with the 

legal and financial transition from 
the now-closed ministry of Lebh 
Shomea House of Prayer. 

of service and learning, making 
new friends and getting out 
of our comfort zones.  Two of 
the Affiliates are applying to 
enter the Pre-novitiate for this 
coming year. Definitely “mission 
experiences” are meaningful 
moments of discernment.

Prenovice Carlos Martinez and 
Affiliates Kevin Mazariegos and 
Francisco Hernandez

Charism etc., from p. 20

l-r: Frs. Mike O’Hara, Harry Winter and Jim Chambers

He has sent me to preach the good news to the poor....
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Janet Tambascio-Fraher, staff member of 
the former prenovitiate program in Brighton, 
MA, in the 1980’s, died on April 8, 2020.

Mary Agnes Beausoleil Priest, 96, sister of 
Father Charles Beausoleil, OMI, February 
21, 2021.

Luis DeAnda, former Oblate and former 
General Councilor for Latin America, April 
21, 2021.

REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY 
DECEASED FAMILY & FRIENDS

Higher learning, Cont. from p. 17

particularly challenging. Early on in the pandemic, 
Italy was very hard-hit by the Covid-19. The rigid 
lockdowns enforced in Rome made it impossible 
to visit libraries and do further their research. 
Furthermore, both of them lost precious study time 
when they contacted the virus in late January and had 
to quarantine themselves even more strictly. 

But there is progress in their projects. Fr. Fernando 
is, in a sense, forging a relatively new pathway in his 
research and the thesis he is preparing. His topic is 
about “interculturality as a new paradigm of mission.” 
Only in recent years has the academic community 
begun to delve into this reality that has been around 
for centuries. But it is now an important front-burner 
topic for the Church in this era of globalization and the 
rapid movement of people from one culture to another. 
Fr. Fernando has already successfully defended his 
project and had it accepted by the Gregorian; the 
next step is to complete and defend the thesis itself.

For Fr. Tony, it has been a long process that included 
studying languages required of a biblical scholar, 
many of them ancient languages that help one 
understand the intricacies of the Old Testament. 
Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic…those are just a few of the 
ancient languages. He has also had to learn German 
and French because so much biblical research has 
been in those languages. In a few weeks, he will 

have completed the “Lectio coram,” paper that will 
determine whether the Biblicum will allow him to 
advance to the final process in the road to a doctoral 
degree in Sacred Scriptures. His focus is on the Old 
Testament “wisdom literature” and in particular the 
author known as “Qohelth” in the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

They report that the Oblate General House community 
where they live is still requiring considerable social 
distancing and the wearing of masks within the house.

-JFA 
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